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About the Author

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) was one of the greatest British
philosophers, mathematicians, historians, and social critics of the
twentieth century. He made remarkable contributions to philosophy,
logic, mathematics, education, and social thought. Russell strongly
believed that knowledge alone was not enough to improve human
civilization unless it was quided by wisdom, compassion, and impartial
thinking.

Throughout his life, he opposed war, prejudice, narrow mindedness, and
blind nationalism. His writings encouraged people to think critically,
guestion accepted beliefs, and use knowledge responsibly for the benefit
of humanity. In 1950, he received the Nobel Prize in Literature for his

humanitarian writings and his defense of freedom of thought.

In Knowledge and Wisdom, Russell explains why modern civilization has
gained enormous knowledge but has failed to develop wisdom at the

same pace. He arques that education should cultivate wisdom alongside



knowledge so that scientific progress serves humanity instead of

destroying it.
Summary

Knowledge and Wisdom is a philosophical essay by Bertrand Russell that
explains the important difference between possessing knowledge and
possessing wisdom. Russell argues that although human civilization has
accumulated enormous amounts of scientific, historical, and technical
knowledge, it has not achieved a corresponding increase in wisdom. As a
result, knowledge without wisdom can become dangerous and even

threaten the survival of humanity.

Russell begins by distinguishing between the tweo concepts. Knowledge is
the acquisition of facts, information, and technical skills, while wisdom
is the ability to apply that knowledge correctly by considering its wider
conseguences. Wisdom cannot be gained merely through memorization. It
develops through learning, experience, balanced judgment, and practical

understanding.

The first and most important quality of wisdom is what Russell calls a
sense of proportion. A wise person examines every important factor in a
situation instead of focusing on only one aspect. Modern specialization
often prevents this balanced thinking. Scientists may successfully invent
new medicines that reduce infant mortality, but if they ignore the
resulting population growth, food shortages, and declining living
standards, their knowledge produces unexpected social problems.
Similarly, discovering the structure of the atom becomes dangerous when
that knowledge is used to manufacture nuclear weapons capable of

destroying the world,



Russell emphasizes that knowledge alone is not enough. It must be
combined with an understanding of the purpose of human life and with
human feelings such as compassion and responsibility. He illustrates
this through the example of the German philosopher Hegel, whose vast
historical knowledge lacked wisdom because his ideas encouraged
Germans to believe they were a master race, ultimately contributing to
war and destruction. This example shows that brilliant intelligence

without moral balance can produce disastrous consequences.

The essay then turns to personal life, where Russell argues that wisdom
is equally necessary. Many conflicts arise because people allow prejudice,
hatred, and imaginary faults to control their relationships. Two people
may remain enemies simply because they judge each other unfairly.
Wisdom encourages people to recognize that everyone has weaknesses

and to replace hatred with understanding.

Russell also explains that wisdom requires freedom from excessive
attachment to one's ego. Human beings initially experience the world
through their senses of sight, sound, and touch, which naturally
encourage self centered thinking. As people mature, however, they
gradually learn to think beyond themselves, care about other people, and
develop broader perspectives. This movement away from selfishness

marks the growth of wisdom.

A major message of the essay is that wisdom can and should be taught
through education. Russell refers to the parable of the Good Samaritan,
which teaches people to love their neighbors whether they are friends or
enemies. Education should therefore encourage compassion, tolerance,
and broad minded thinking rather than producing intelligent people who

lack humanity.



Russell concludes by warning against hatred, prejudice, and narrow
mindedness. He praises historical leaders such as Queen Elizabeth I,
Henry IV, and Abraham Lincoln because they successfully combined
knowledge with wisdom while avoiding many common errors of their
times. Ultimately, he argques that people should think of themselves as
citizens of the world, capable of using knowledge wisely for the welfare
of all humanity.

Main ldeas

Knowledge and wisdom are different concepts.

Knowledge means acquiring facts and information.

Wisdom means applying knowledge responsibly and practically.

Modern civilization has gained knowledge faster than wisdom.

A sense of proportion is the foundation of wisdom.

Scientific knowledge without wisdom can become destructive.

Feelings and compassion must accompany knowledge.

Personal prejudice prevents wisdom.

Ego and selfishness limit human understanding.

Education should cultivate wisdom, not only knowledge.



People should become world citizens rather than narrow minded

individuals.
Important Themes
Knowledge and Wisdom

The central theme is that knowledge alone cannot solve human problems

unless it is guided by wisdom.
Sense of Proportion

Wise people consider all important consequences before making

decisions.
Responsible Use of Science

Scientific discoveries become dangerous when they are used without

moral responsibility.

Freedom from Prejudice

Wisdom requires overcoming personal bias and hatred.
Education

True education should develop wisdom, compassion, and global

responsibility.

Humanity



Russell encourages people to think beyond their own interests and care

for all humanity.

Important Examples Used by Russell

Medical Science

Scientists may reduce infant mortality through medicine, but population
growth may later create food shortages if broader consequences are
ignored.

Atomic Knowledge

The discovery of atomic science becomes dangerous when it is used to

produce nuclear weapons capable of destroying humanity.

Hegel

Although Hegel possessed enormous historical knowledge, Russell argues

that his lack of wisdom contributed to dangerous nationalist thinking.

The Good Samaritan

The biblical parable teaches that people should love their neighbors
regardless of friendship or hostility.

Queen Elizabeth |, Henry IV, and Abraham Lincoln

Russell presents these leaders as examples of people who successfully

combined knowledge with wisdom,



Difficult Vocabulary

WordMeaningProportionBalanced judgmentSpecializationFocusing on one
particular fieldPrejudiceUnfair opinion without proper
reasonEmancipationFreedom from controlEgoExcessive self
importancelmpartialityFairness without
biasComprehensivenessConsidering every important aspectNarrow
mindednessUnwillingness to accept different ideasCompassionSympathy
and concern for othersWisdomPractical and balanced use of knowledge
Literary Devices

Philosophical Argument

Russell develops his ideas through logical reasoning rather than

storytelling.
Examples

He strengthens his arguments using examples from science, history,

politics, and religion.

Contrast

The essay repeatedly contrasts knowledge with wisdom.
Historical Allusion

References to Hegel, Queen Elizabeth |, Henry IV, Abraham Lincoln, and

the Good Samaritan strengthen his arguments.,



Cause and Effect

Russell frequently explains how knowledge without wisdom can produce

harmful consequences.
Key Message

The essay teaches that knowledge becomes truly valuable only when it is
quided by wisdom, compassion, balanced judgment, and responsibility

toward humanity.
Understanding the Text
a. What are the factors that contribute to wisdom?

According to Bertrand Russell, several important factors contribute to
wisdom. The first and most important factor is a sense of proportion,
which means carefully considering every important aspect of a problem
and giving each factor its proper importance. Wisdom also requires
awareness of the purpose of human life, freedom from personal
prejudice, balanced judgment, compassion, and the ability to view the

world with fairness instead of narrow self interest.

Russell believes that wisdom grows through learning, practical
experience, and broad thinking rather than through mewmorizing facts

alone.

b. What message does the writer try to convey with the example of

technicians?



Through the example of technicians and scientists, Russell shows that
knowledge alone cannot save the world. People who possess techwical
skills may invent useful things, but if they fail to consider their wider

consequences, their discoveries may create serious problems.

For example, scientists may reduce infant deaths through medicine, but
ignoring the resulting population growth may create food shortages and
lower living standards. Therefore, technical knowledge must always be

quided by wisdom and responsibility.

c. Which leaders does Russell say were able to mix knowledge and

wisdom soundly?

Russell praises Queen Elizabeth | of England, Henry IV of France, and
Abraham Lincoln of the United States as leaders who successfully

combined knowledge with wisdom.

According to Russell, these leaders avoided many common wistakes of
their time. Queen Elizabeth | and Henry IV remained free from
destructive religious conflicts, while Abraham Lincoln conducted a great

war without abandoning wisdom, balance, and humanity.

d. Why is wisdom needed not only in public ways, but in private life
equally?

Russell explains that wisdom is equally important in both public and
private life because personal prejudice often creates unnecessary hatred
and conflict between individuals. Two people may become lifelong
enemies simply because they judge each other unfairly or focus on

imaginary faults.



In private life, wisdom helps people choose realistic goals, develop
patience, overcome selfishness, and build healthier relationships.

Therefore, wisdom improves both society and personal life.
e. What, according to Russell, is the true aim of education?

According to Russell, the true aim of education is the cultivation of
wisdom rather than the simple accumulation of knowledge. Education
should teach students to understand the consequences of their actions,
develop compassion, overcome prejudice, and think of themselves as

citizens of the world.

Russell uses the parable of the Good Samaritan to show that education
should encourage love, understanding, and humanity instead of hatred

and narrow mindedness.

f. Can wisdom be taught? If so, how?

Yes. Russell firmly believes that wisdom can be taught through
education. Students should learn not only facts but also balanced
Judgment, compassion, and responsibility toward others.
Education should warn people about the dangers of hatred and prejudice,
encourage impartial thinking, teach the broader conseguences of
knowledge, and help students see themselves as members of humanity
rather than narrow groups.

9. Why does the world need more wisdom in the future?

Russell argues that the future world needs more wisdom because



scientific and technological knowledge is growing rapidly. Without
wisdom, this knowledge can create wars, hatred, destructive weapons,

and social problems.

Wisdom helps people overcome prejudice, reduce selfishness, think
beyond personal interests, and use knmowledge responsibly for the welfare

of humanity.
Reference to the Context

a. According to Russell, The pursuit of knowledge may become harmful

unless it is combined with wisdom. Justify this statement.

Bertrand Russell's statement is the central idea of the essay. He argues
that knowledge gives people power, but wisdom teaches them how to use
that power responsibly. Modern civilization has achieved extraordinary
progress in science, medicine, history, and technology, yet many of
humanity's greatest disasters have occurred because knowledge has

advanced faster than wisdom.

Russell first illustrates this idea through medical science. Scientists
successfully developed medicines that reduced infant mortality, which
appears to be a remarkable achievement. However, if they fail to
consider broader consequences such as rapid population growth, food
shortages, unemployment, and declining living standards, their knowledge
creates new social problems instead of solving old ones. This example
demonstrates that every discovery must be examined from multiple

perspectives rather than only from a technical viewpoint.

His strongest warning comes from atomic science. The discovery of the



atom represents one of humanity's greatest scientific achievements, but
without wisdom it becomes extremely dangerous. The same knowledge
that can produce nuclear enerqy for peaceful purposes can also be used
to manufacture nuclear weapons capable of destroying entire
civilizations. Russell even suggests that a person lacking wisdom but
possessing such knowledge could threaten the whole world, emphasizing

how powerful knowledge becomes when separated from wisdom.

Russell also uses the example of Hegel, whose extensive historical
knowledge lacked impartial wisdom. According to Russell, Hegel's ideas
encouraged Germans to believe they belonged to a superior master race,
and this kind of prejudice eventually contributed to war and destruction.
Here Russell shows that even intellectual brilliance becomes dangerous

when it lacks compassion and balanced judgment.

Throughout the essay, Russell repeatedly argues that knowledge must be
quided by feelings, responsibility, and a sense of proportion. People who
possess intelligence without humanity may become clever but dangerous
individuals. Therefore, education should not merely create knowledgeable
people. It should produce wise people who understand the consequences

of their actions and use knowledge for the welfare of humanity.

b. What, according to Russell, is the essence of wisdom? And how can

one acguire the very essence?

According to Bertrand Russell, the essence of wisdom is the ability to
rise above narrow self interest, personal prejudice, and emotional
Impulses in order to judge situations fairly and responsibly. Wisdom is
not simply knowing many facts. It is the practical ability to apply

knowledge while considering its wider consequences for humanity.



Russell believes that the first step toward wisdom is developing a sense
of proportion, which means examining every important aspect of a
problem before making decisions. A wise person does not ask only
whether something is possible but also whether it is beneficial, ethical,

and socially responsible.

Another essential quality is freedom from personal prejudice. Human
beings naturally judge the world through their own emotions, loyalties,
and biases. Wisdom requires people to step beyond these limitations and
see others with fairness and understanding. Russell explains that many
personal conflicts continue simply because people refuse to recognize

that everyone has weaknesses and deserves compassion.

Russell also connects wisdom with overcoming excessive attachment to
one's ego. Human beings first experience the world through their senses,
which often encourage selfish thinking. As they mature, they gradually
learn to care about other people, broaden their perspectives, and think
beyond their immediate surroundings. This movement from selfishness

toward concern for humanity represents genuine wisdom,

Finally, Russell arques that wisdom can be acquired through education,
practical experience, reflection, and compassion. Education should teach
students to think critically, understand long term conseguences,
appreciate different viewpoints, and consider themselves citizens of the
world. Wisdom grows not only through reading books but also through
experience, humility, patience, and the willingness to learn from

mistakes.

Reference Beyond the Text



a. Do you agree with the author that the true aim of education is the

cultivation of wisdom? Write an essay on Education and Wisdom.
Education and Wisdom

Education is often misunderstood as the simple accumulation of facts,
information, and academic gualifications. However, Bertrand Russell
argues that the true purpose of education is much greater than
memorizing knowledge. It should cultivate wisdom, which means the
ability to apply knowledge responsibly, think broadly, and work for the
welfare of humanity. | strongly agree with this view because knowledge

without wisdom can become harmful instead of beneficial.

The modern world has achieved extraordinary scientific and technological
progress. Human beings have explored space, developed advanced
medicines, created powerful computers, and unlocked the secrets of the
atom. These achievements demonstrate the enormous growth of human
lknowledge. Yet many of the world's greatest problems, including war,
environmental destruction, inequality, and hatred, continue to exist

because knowledge alone does not guarantee wise decisions.

Russell explains that wisdom begins with a sense of proportion.
Education should teach students to examine every important aspect of a
problem before making decisions. For example, scientific discoveries
should not be judged only by their immediate success but also by their
long term consequences for society. A technology that benefits one

group should not create suffering for another.

Another important purpose of education is to free people from prejudice

and narrow mindedness. Students should learn to respect different



cultures, religions, and viewpoints instead of blindly accepting inherited
biases. Russell believes that people should think of themselves as
citizens of the world, capable of cooperating across national and cultural

boundaries.

Education should also develop gualities such as compassion, patience,
humility, and responsibility. Technical skills may help someone become
an engineer, doctor, or scientist, but wisdom helps them use those skills
ethically. A doctor with empathy treats patients as human beings rather
than as medical cases, while a scientist with wisdom considers how

discoveries may affect future generations.

History repeatedly shows that intelligence without wisdom can produce
terrible consequences. Nuclear weapons, wars fueled by prejudice, and
destructive political ideologies demonstrate that brilliant minds can still

make dangerous choices when they lack moral balance.

In conclusion, education should aim not only to create knowledgeable
professionals but also wise human beings who understand the
consequences of their actions, respect others, and use their abilities to
improve society. Russell's vision remains highly relevant because the
future of humanity depends not simply on what we know but on how

wisely we use that knowledge.

b. How can one acguire wisdom? Write an essay on How to Become

Wise.
How to Become Wise

Wisdom is not an inborn quality that belongs only to extraordinary



people. It is something that develops gradually through learning,
experience, reflection, and moral growth. While intelligence helps people
understand information, wisdom helps them make balanced decisions
that benefit both themselves and others.

The first step toward becoming wise is developing a sense of proportion.
A wise person carefully examines every important aspect of a situation
instead of maling quick judgments. Before taking action, they consider
both immediate and long term consequences. They ask not only whether

something can be done but also whether it should be done.

The second step is overcoming personal prejudice. Human beings
naturally favor their own beliefs, families, communities, and nations, but
wisdom requires fairness. Russell encourages people to imagine
themselves as citizens of the world, capable of understanding different

perspectives instead of remaining trapped within narrow identities.

Another important quality is learning to control one's ego. People often
Judge situations according to their own desires and emotions. As they

| mature, they gradually recognize that other people have feelings,

struggles, and dreams just as they do. This broader understanding helps

replace selfishness with compassion.

Experience also plays an essential role in acquiring wisdom. Books
provide valuable knowledge, but life's successes, failures, challenges, and
mistakes teach lessons that cannot always be learned in classrooms.
Wise people remain humble enough to admit when they are wrong and

patient enough to continue learning throughout life.

Compassion is another essential ingredient of wisdom. Russell uses the



Good Samaritan to show that genuine wisdom includes kindness even
toward those who may not belong to one's own group. Understanding,
forgiveness, and empathy help reduce hatred and strengthen human

relationships.

Finally, wisdom grows through lifelong curiosity. Reading widely, listening
carefully, thinking critically, questioning assumptions, and reflecting on
one’s experiences gradually develop mature judgment. By combining
knowledge with empathy, responsibility, patience, and broad minded

thinking, anyone can move closer to becoming a truly wise person.
Simple Question Explanations
Why does Russell distinguish between knowledge and wisdom?

Russell distinguishes between knowledge and wisdom because they are
not the same thing. Knowledge means collecting facts, information, and
technical skills, whereas wisdom means applying that knowledge
responsibly by considering its wider consequences. A person may possess
enormous knowledge but still make harmful decisions if they lack
balanced judgment, compassion, and foresight. Therefore, Russell believes

that wisdom is what makes knowledge truly valuable.
What is a sense of proportion?

A sense of proportion is the most important quality of wisdom according
to Russell. It means carefully considering every important factor in a
problem instead of focusing on only one aspect. A wise person thinks
about both immediate and long term consequences before making

decisions.



For example, reducing infant mortality is beneficial, but wise people also
consider its effects on population growth, food supply, and living

standards.
Why is Hegel used as an example?

Russell uses Hegel as an example to show that even great intelligence
can become dangerous without wisdom. Although Hegel possessed vast
historical knowledge, Russell arques that his ideas encouraged Germans
to believe they belonged to a superior master race. This example
demonstrates how lmowledge without impartial judgment and humanity

can contribute to destructive consequences.
Why does Russell criticize prejudice?

Russell criticizes prejudice because it prevents people from seeing others
fairly. Personal bias causes unnecessary hatred, conflict, and
misunderstanding. Two people may remain enemies simply because they
imagine faults in each other instead of recognizing that everyone has

weaknesses.

Wisdom helps people replace prejudice with understanding and

compassion.
Why does Russell believe education should teach wisdom?

Russell believes education should teach wisdom because knowledge alone
cannot guarantee responsible behavior. Education should help students
develop compassion, balanced judgment, global responsibility, and the

ability to think beyond selfish interests. Only then can knowledge be



used for the benefit of humanity.

Important Lines and Passages

Knowledge without wisdom can be harmful,

This sentence captures the essay's central argument that knowledge
becomes dangerous when it lacks moral responsibility and balanced
Judgment.

The first thing required for wisdom is a sense of proportion.

This statement introduces Russell's most important definition of wisdom

and emphasizes careful consideration of all consequences.
We should love our neighbour whether friend or foe.

This idea, drawn from the Good Samaritan, shows that wisdom includes

compassion even toward those we dislike.
People should think of themselves as world citizens.

Russell encourages readers to rise above narrow nationalism and develop

a broader concern for humanity.
Men who have knowledge and have no feelings lack wisdom.

This powerful observation reminds readers that intelligence without

empathy is incomplete.



Exam Focused Questions

I. How does Bertrand Russell distinguish between knowledge and

wisdom ?

Russell explains that knowledge is the acquisition of facts and
information, while wisdom is the practical and responsible use of that
knowledge. Wisdom requires balanced judgment, compassion, freedom

from prejudice, and consideration of long term conseguences.
2. Explain the significance of the title Knowledge and Wisdom.

The title highlights the essay's central contrast between possessing
information and using it wisely. Russell argues that modern civilization
has gained enormous knowledge but has failed to develop wisdom at the

same pace, making the distinction highly significant.

3. Why does Russell consider a sense of proportion essential for

wisdom ?

A sense of proportion allows people to examine every important aspect
of a problem before making decisions. It prevents narrow thinking and

helps people understand both immediate and long term consequences.
4. How does Russell use scientific examples to support his argument?

He uses medical science and atomic science to show that discoveries
become harmful when people ignore their broader conseguences.
Medicine may reduce infant deaths but create population problems, while

atomic knowledge may be used to produce destructive nuclear weapons.



S. Why does Russell believe prejudice prevents wisdom?

Prejudice limits fairness and creates unnecessary hatred. Wisdom
requires people to judge others with understanding instead of allowing
personal bias to control their thinking.

6. What role does education play in developing wisdom?

Education should cultivate balanced judgment, compassion, global
responsibility, and critical thinking instead of producing people who

merely memorize facts.

7. Why does Russell describe Queen Elizabeth |, Henry IV, and Abraham

Lincoln as wise leaders?

He praises these leaders because they successfully combined knowledge
with wisdom, avoided many common errors of their time, and
demonstrated balanced leadership during difficult situations.

Commonly Confusing Points

Is knowledge itself dangerous?

No. Russell does not criticize knowledge itself. He argues that knowledge
becomes dangerous only when it is separated from wisdom and moral
responsibility.

What is the difference between intelligence and wisdom?

Intelligence helps people understand information, while wisdom helps



them use that understanding responsibly and ethically.

Why does Russell mention the atom?

The atom symbolizes how scientific discoveries can serve either peaceful
purposes or destructive ones depending on how humans choose to use
them.

What does world citizen mean?

A world citizen is someone who thinks beyond national, religious, or

personal boundaries and considers the welfare of all humanity.

Can wisdom be learned only from books?

No. Russell believes wisdom develops through education, experience,
reflection, compassion, and practical understanding, not through
mewmorization alone.

Why is the Good Samaritan important in the essay?

The Good Samaritan represents Russell's belief that wisdom includes

kindness, understanding, and concern for others regardless of friendship

or hostility.



Quick Revision

Essay: Knowledge and Wisdom

Author: Bertrand Russell

Genre: Philosophical essay

Beginning: Russell distinguishes between knowledge and wisdom.

Development: He explains the sense of proportion, scientific

responsibility, prejudice, and compassion.

Turning Point: He argues that education should develop wisdom, not just

knowledge.

Ending: He urges people to become world citizens who combine

knowledge with humanity.

Major Themes: Knowledge versus wisdom, compassion, prejudice,

education, scientific responsibility, and humanity.

Important Symbols:

Atom: Scientific power.

Good Samaritan: Compassion.

Sense of proportion: Balanced judgment.
World citizen: Global responsibility.

Literary Devices: Philosophical argument, examples, historical allusion,

contrast, and cause and effect,



Key Lesson:

Knowledge becomes truly valuable when it is guided by wisdom,
compassion, and responsibility.

Knowledge and Wisdom is a philosophical essay by Bertrand Russell that
argues knowledge alone cannot improve humanity unless it is guided by
wisdom. Russell defines knowledge as the acquisition of facts and
wisdom as their practical and responsible application. He explains that a
sense of proportion, freedom from prejudice, compassion, and balanced
Judgment are essential qualities of wisdom. Through examples such as
medical science, atomic discoveries, Hegel, the Good Samaritan, Queen
Elizabeth |, Henry IV, and Abraham Lincoln, he shows how wisdom
influences both public and private life. The essay concludes that
education should cultivate wisdom so that people become world citizens

capable of using knowledge for the welfare of humanity.

(By NEBGPACalculator.com. Visit for more additional notes.)



